[Pressure ulcers: new data about risk, prevalence and places of development. Results of a study in German nursing homes and hospitals].
In the spring of 2007 the "Institut für Medizin-/Pflegepädagogik und Pflegewissenschaft der Charité-Universitätsmedizin Berlin" conducted a nationwide prevalence study. Data were collected concerning pressure ulcer risk and pressure ulcer prevalence. In addition, data were gathered about place of development, prevalence rates for various clinical specialties within hospitals, and pressure ulcer location. Altogether, data from 6473 patients and residents were collected and analysed. In nursing homes the percentage of persons at risk for pressure ulcer development was 61.4 percent, in hospitals 38.0 percent. The prevalence of pressure ulcers grade 1 to 4 was 8.4 percent in nursing homes and 15.7 percent in hospitals. In nursing homes as well as in hospitals more than half of the pressure ulcers emerged within the same facilities. For 22.6 percent of pressure ulcers in hospitals the place of development remained unknown. In nursing homes this proportion was 5.6 percent.